
EY’s 2015 Africa attractiveness survey 
Making choices

US$128b invested

188,400 jobs created 

All-time high share of 
global capital investment 
and jobs created by FDI

FDI project numbers fall in 2014, but capital investment and job creation surge

Urbanization and a growing middle class create 
opportunities

The EY view: 5 priorities for inclusive and 
sustainable growth

FDI by destination region (% change, 2014 versus 2013).

North Africa

Sub-Saharan Africa 

 

East Africa
FDI projects
12% down  

Southern Africa  
FDI projects

11% down 

West Africa
FDI projects
23% down 

51% share of Africa’s 
FDI capital in 2014

22% YOY rise in FDI projects 

49% share of Africa’s 
FDI capital in 2014 — 
down from 81%

15% YOY drop in FDI projects 

Rising urbanization has 
resulted in real estate, 
hospitality and 
construction  becoming 
the fourth most 
attractive sector 
in Africa.

A growing consumer class 
in Africa continues to spell 
opportunities for financial 
services; technology, media 
and telecommunications;  
and consumer products 
and retail. 

31% of respondents expect 
agriculture to drive growth in Africa 
over the next two years.

Sources: fDi Markets; EY’s 2015 Africa attractiveness survey (total respondents: 501).

Africa

Africa’s perception gap persists

believe attractiveness will 
improve over the next three years

Africa is the most attractive 
investment destination in the world

believe attractiveness has 
improved over the past year66% 

81% 

Source: EY’s 2015 Africa attractiveness survey (total respondents: 501).

#1

Respondents who are 
already established in Africa

Africa is the second least 
attractive investment destination 
in the world

believe attractiveness has 
improved over the past year

believe attractiveness will 
improve over the next three years50%

Respondents who are not 
established in Africa

Capital 
136%
YOY growth 
in FDI value in 2014 

Jobs
68%
YOY growth 
in jobs created 
by FDI in 2014  

FDI projects by world region (% change, 2014 versus 2013).

–21.3%

–17.7%

–17.5%

–14.8%

-8.4%

14.0%

17.3%

Learn more
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24 countries in 
Africa will grow at a 
Compound Annual 
Growth Rate of 5% or 
above, by 2030.

Shared value Entrepreneurship

Regional 
integration

Partnerships

Infrastructure 
development

30%

Rest of Europe

Middle East

Latin America and
the Caribbean

Western Europe

Africa

North America

Asia-Pacific

Download EY’s 2015 Africa attractiveness 
survey at ey.com/emergingmarkets

@EY_EmergingMkts

#AfricaAttract

Visit the Africa Business CenterTM 
at www.ey.com/za

@EY_Africa

#AfricaAttract

Source: Africa 2030: Realizing the 
possibilities, EY, 2015.

EY’s attractiveness survey

Africa 2015

Making choices 

Source: fDi Markets, January and February 2015.


